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Sir John: Friend, &c: 


T d Ef | Rs # of dyink men onght to he as gently + A min that is Condemu'd may be conſidered, either "_ 


" William Perkins, arid 


ceplur'd;. and as candidly interpreced. as may be... being Ianocent of the Fac, of if. Guilty, as having truly 
__- and iF-thete % > ©vet hart paſſages in them, as afford juſt repeated of ic: or though he is Guilty of the Fatt, yet as 
mattek of ſevere refl-&ios ; yet cvcn theſe fall heavieſt — having doac well in it, ſo. that what Sint foever beſides 
on' thoſe Miſerable Guides, who, it ſeems, had but roo he may have upon hing,.he has nothing to anſwer for, or 
much credit with theſe unfortunate men, whoſe Educa- to repeat of, with relavsjon to that for which he is Chn« 
tion furniſhed them with no great advantages, tocxz= demned. The hrit of theſe docs,not belovg to this caſe. 
mine the Notions of -@overament, and whoſe courſe of The Gentlemen confeſs the FaQ in theſe Papers, as well 
life gave no extraordinary indications of a ſerupulous as they did ic co the :XFonorable Perſons. who Examined 
enquiry into the lawfulneſs of their aftions. But their them. It cannot be laid, thac they repented of theſe 
- Guides, it ſeems, reſolv'd to pawn their own ſquis. for Crimes,, A Sincere Confefſion, a Hearty Sorrow, and an 
them, withrelation to God, as they have done theirre-= Amcndment as far az is poſſible, make Repentance com- 
putation to: che: wald,! in juſtifying cher aftions, more plcat. Here was no Confcflion, cven the blackeft part 
particularly. theis laſt papers. Sir William Perkins's Paper is cxecnuated ; no Diſcovery is made of the Defign they 
js vatively writ, and there is little reaſon co doybt, but were in, or of their way of conduting it: No ſort of 
that it was his own Compotition. But few who kacw Sorrow is cX>xefled for any part of their Guilt ; nor 
Sir Fobn. Friend, will think ſo of his; it. has the air of a Is there any repacation offcr'd, ner any thing towards 
mag, that hoped--to-maintaia a. Conventicle by it, and Che ſecuring that Life which one of them had Conlſpi- 
o the Contexcure of it..in yery indifferent, yet there red agzinſt, Not ſo much as the flight Complement of 
ſcems to be little of Sir Fobn Frie»d himſclf i it, be asking Pardon, which is the loweſt Degree of Reparati= 
' ſides the hand and the ſubfeription. "NY on poſſible. Five Aﬀaſſinates are lef: undiſcovered(by him 
+ Theſe Confelfors, who by a New Ceremony, wonli * at lcaftJco carry on the Deſign.' Here then there innot © 
needs glye them Abſolution fo publickly, all in a Body, any one Aﬀ or Branch of Repentance, much leſs all to- 
by an Aﬀcation that has ne Warrant, neither framithe gether. It remains therefere, that theſe - Miniftery 
Commoi-Prayer "Book, nor the uſual Practice, and chought that no Fault was done, no Crime was Commit- 
Which no Popiſh Pricſt cvcr yet ventured oft; - Did ted, and they reſolved by fo publick- an Abſolution ta 
no doubt intend by: this great fingalarity, to let all declare to the Nation, that they thought the Hfeſnating 
the Company ſee, that - chey - betievcd. theſe: Gen the King (for the Conſpiringto do it is the ſame thing in. 
tlemen dyed in a State. of .Compleat Repentance. *the ught of God) is an Unblameable Attion, for which 
They were Condemaa'd for Crimzs of a very bigh Nature. a Man is obliged co no Repentance. | 
The onc was aot only Privy.to the Deſign of Aſﬀſaſſinating 54, 00 SEN bes PREY 
the King, but was ſo great-an Undertaker in it, chat, he | Feſuits are out-done by theſe Men. They may teach 
_ . was far beyond the Guilc of a fingle Aſafſfinate; KNe.was their Diſciples the Arts of Equivocating, or of dewn- 
" to have progured five, who were t@\ have adtcd init; right,denying che Facts for which they may be Condem=- 
he bad not only, his own Gailt, but all cheirs likewiſe up- ged-; but they have not yet venturcd fo far as to own 
on him." Thjs be freely acknowledfcd to thoſe Hanou- the blackeſt Crimes without, ſo ſo much as a diftIntion 
rable Perſons, who were ſont Bits him, and he to excuſe them. Garnet himſelf could not bear the flat- 


does not deny it here, the ho Extcnuatcs if all he can, tery of being call'd « Martyr, when he went to his Exc- 
. The other, as wall as he, was Engaged id a Gelgn. of cution,. for Gun-Powdcr» Creaſon, but with' a heayy 
bringing aver a Foreign Ariny 6f Papiſts, who, beſides Countenince ſaid to thoſe who call'd him ſo, that he had 
the Ancicnt Enmity- that thty bear to our Nation, are ncyer heard thar 4 Parricide (he ſpoke it in Latin) wag 
the moft Violent Petfecuttors of that Religion, of wnic 4 Martyr. Theſe Minifters have gone$much further. 
_ theſe Gentlemen pretended to' by; of any now in the + They Encourage the Party toge oa with the Aﬀeſſination, 
World Thiey haye beeialfoformed as by a Diſcipline, By their Incimating in ſo Solemn. a manner, that they 
to a Degres of Cruely and Birb@&ity, even, where'rheir ehigk it i3 (at leaſt) ho aQtion to be repented of, and have 
own Religions Profeſſe#, that''was' pot knows to; for= affuredithem'by this Attioa of theirs that they will Ab- 
mer Ages ©'Neither'tho Paying\Contribucions, uorithe {16lve them without their Repentiog ot it, | 
king ProteMions, can ſaye Countreys, which they:think (OO 7. bes | = SEE» 

| Ut is their Jotereſt'to Deſtroy, tor: to Execute,” a New Sir William Porkins ſays, He will not complain of the bard-. 
Term invented jn their late, Wars, to which their fre-, Hips of bis Tryal, nor of ether Rigors put upon bim. This. 
quently repeated Pradiccs,have given a very determiyed {pfiuuates, that he thought he bad Cauſc given him to 

| Signification, The bringing\pver- ſuch an Army/,to dee make fych :complaints..,, The Tryals that. are already 
-, ſtroy or conguer vs, gave this gopr milled Gentleman, ne + publiſhes, ; carry .in all the ſteps. of themy: a fairueſk 
fort of trouble; nor, uncaſinels, gn, his Conference. {He _ that former, times was not acquainted with :.1& cheſs 
 Lriumphs ip te ke. calls je The Caſe of God, and, of True the Jadges maintain a Character, that has. beca always 
Religion, lis, Migiftcrs pecſwaded him.that ic, was Oo, pretended to, but that never ſhewed. it falf.more enti- 
z they gre him. Abſolltion upon, it,.or rather Rt fot neatly than of late. yeart; Duty when iNt Characters were. 
). one of them told Sir Wiliam Perkins, to deliver blk Pa- Che nv of the - Juſtice*s 'the Nation, a general ex- 


i 

per, when all was over. This tho Addreſſed to hit; was pfefſion might be better yeitured on,:than the particu- 
3. , no doubt direQcg tobpth. ,They wopld have the-Papers Jats themfſelyes. , This comes after-a, Profeflion that. 
*.. © to be delivered as the laſt Atciof their'Livos/, that id It = be 'wgr is fill! dipeſtriens Cherizy, butibno great inflasce E. 
+ Might appear upon what Foundation all their Prayeryrun, of & | + 
-.” and upon what che Abſolation vi given, in fo Publickang | | The _ 
fo Pompouta manner, © | __ 
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fay, thar he ſaid no ſuch thing to him, therefore the . 
Credit of the Witneſs is not couched by what'he 


ſays. 


be himſelf once ſaid, and not againſt that which.the 
Wicnels depoſed. He"4ves not deny that hegave' it 
* outfor a Commiſſiontg make, Þe 
the P. of Orange. lt is very probable he 1aid the 
lame thing to others, more particufar to the five-whom 
he was to furniſh, that . he. 
for he had ſaid the ſame to Mr. Charnock. 


He trys 


how far he can go to repair thisz he denies the Ex- 


preiiion of making War upon the Kings perſon , Bur 
he. owns a General Commiſſion ro all the Late 
King's Subjects to Levy War. Sir. William Perkins, 
who was of the Law, couid not but know the, difte- 
rence between = Commillion and a Proclamation. 

"he one is indeed general to all Subjects, but the 0- 
ther is Special, appropriated Tg/ particular Pertons, 
and to the Bedies in which they are to Command, 
This could not be a Committion of that kind; He 
and Sir John Friend both had'ſpecial Commilſions, 
fo they. could nor but be accquaritted with the Stile 
of them. But why was this writ all wich the Late 


King's own Hand 2 It was ſworn again{t' him ther 


he had ſaid it was fo, and was acknowledged by him 
to Dr. liam, (that at leaſt) he believed it was his 
band, which he had ſeen ſo oft, thar he had realonto 
Know it. A Prince needs not give bimſelf fo much 
trouble for an ordinary Commiſſion of Levying Men, 
or making a fair War. Theretore [uppoſing all that 
he fays to.be truez here was a Commiliion of a 


; very extrqordinary Nature, and it was given, aut and. 
d among.them, as a Commiſſion,” War- 


underſt 
ranting the attacking the Prince of Orange and bis 
Guards : He himfelt put: this: Conſtruction upon ic, 
5nd made others underſtand; #t ſa. If; this was a 


raud of! bis, it was a very black one, and ought to: 
have been Confefled and Repenred of ; but it icems 
tis' Confeflors/ thought the Merit of the Action it 


{elf might Excuſe all ſuch Arrifices | 
He owns that he was Privy to the Deſign, a very 
Extenuating expreſſion for one that had ſuch a thare 
:n directing the whole, and was to turnith five Per- 
ſons to Execute t. The Words are very loft aid gen- 
tle to 'himlelf, he ſeems to excuſe it; becauie he was 
rot to have Ae in it. David, a true Penitent, prays, 
Deliver me from Blood-guiltineſs, tho' he Acted no part 
m killing Ur:ah, but he gave thoſe Orders that pro- 
cured it; and therefore hg entitles himſelf principal- 
Ty to the Cry of that Blood. But theiegentle Con- 
{ciJours would not put a Man fe hard to 1t, who pro- 


yed ſofirm to ihe Party. He ſays, he was fuly [atrsfiedy” 


that few or Rane, yew of it, but thoſe who uuderinok ro do it, 
He 1s here 2s Careful of his Friends as be could be; 
gt the few or none imports that to his knowledg 
me, gathers might be Privy to it, as well as, he was. 
Aﬀter  thiy fome word or other, intimating his 
Repentance, might have been well expected; but in- 
ſtead of that an implied Juſtification ef it follows. 
Fe thinks 'it for his Honoar to ſay that bw was entitely in 
the intereſt of the: King, an#l that' he was always firmly per- 
ſwaded of the  Faſtice of his cauſe. If it was fo; he 
ought * at” lea, to have repented of his taking the 
Oath, 'to the preſent Government, for- ſaving the 
Office” he: tat in Chancery. Eicher that was down- 
right ſwearing againſt his Conſcience, 'or b& bad 
2 diſtinction ig the 'Atrex, of which his Confefſors 
2pproved, ' for © AVE, fo. one Prince when, h+ 
of anther, This alone proves 


was entirely in the Pitereſt 
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This ſeeming Contradi&tion lies onely againſt what - 


had ſaid to Mr. Porter 3. 
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the neceſſity of demanding a further ſecurity, Lace 
tits 3 Abſolvers, 


t x that rhete ewo were not Inconſiſtent. 
The [Argument with relation to the late King 
- .-and the prefent. Governmeat, is t90 large to be entred 
upon. ina Paper of this Nature. Ihe Afﬀaſſination 

- and the bringing in of a Foreign Army are Crimes 
charged »on theie Perions. Lhele things are here 
cither openly, or by infinuaticn, juſtified by the Per- -, 
ngMiemlielves, and very unulually by three of their 
ters, pho without'gny unrealonable Jealouſfic, 
ve acted upon this oc- 
by Concert with ſon.e oi the c.icf men of 

-. the Party.in or about the Town. 


even; adying Man, together at 


, 
0 . 


Ima " 2 Well conciuded to 
caſ1on, 
 He"concludes with the Proteilion of his Religion 
No Cummunion that I know, of Chriftiads was e- 
ver yet in the World. that juſtified aflatfinations, 
Even the Council oft Coftauce condemned them ; 


when done without a previous Procription. (XN, | 


exptlaia ſententia Fugicrs (cit) gynque. ) It isa Corruption 
peculiar to our - Lime: and to that' Party, to: Ghai 
the Doulrine of Aflaſlinatigiis-upon the Chrittizy 
Religion. God pre{crveall Men from eitheii Livich 
or Dying in tucha Communion. He ends askiny 
Pardon 1n a very limited expretion, FFheever 1 me 
any way have injured, 1 heartily ask ther Pardon. It ſecs 
he thought a debgn to murder whe King and pro- 
curing Men to 'Act in it, was nur an Injurysfor which 
Pardon was to be asked in a nwre humble and cx. 
plicite manner. z- 1.6%. 


It is needleſs to examine all the Particulars in Sir 


Foby Friend's Speech : Great Joys and much Coi- 
tidence ſhew how far his Miniſters could work hin 
up to be'tatished with the Deſign of bringing inan 
Army 'of Foreigners, to deſtroy both the Religiop 
that he profeited, and his Native Country. This 
proves nothing but the Power of Periwaſion, and 
the Cregit that thoſe wretched Meb had with him, 


Such a Scene of Horror as a *French Army mutt 


» bave opened in England, and all thar Bleod and De- 


Ee 


ftruion that muſt have followed upon it, gave nei- 
ther him, nor them, any ſort of Trouble. It dampd 
not. his ſoy, nor their Boldneſs in Abſolving hin. 
Even a good Cauſe will not juſtifie ſuch black Me- 
thods, But how little Tenderncis toever Utis unhap- 
Py Knig: t had tor his Country, he expreſles a prea 
deal for the Papifts. He had argued in his Iryal, 
That the Oachs of Papifts were not to be believed #9; 
Preceſtanuy, That their Prieſts could Abſolve 

them from ail Yatir 3 That they uſe Equi= Tryal, Fol. 6. 
vocations, Mental Reſervations, and may 


k ve & Diſvenſ<r:on for ſuch Forſwearing, and afterward; 


fer all F.!!\zmes. Upon this occaſiony his Conſcience 
Was fo teriger, that he thoughta publick Reparation 
Was to, 'be made. * What a Man urges in his Defence 
has never paſt as ſo heinous a matter, that great Apo- 


logies were to be made for it. 1 will not quite ju- | 


ſtitie the Morality of fuch a Method : Bur atter all, a 
Niceneſs here looks like The Straming at &a Grat. Bur 
a Kindneis was to be ſhewn to that Party ; And per- 
baps he who Penn'd, the Speech, intended 1t as an 
Article of Merit, when - thoſe, black Deſigns can be 
compaſled of Affatlination and Foreign Invaſion ; 
which:the 4bſolvers, pnd in them the whole Party, 
if. they do not diſown them for it, have done wh.? 
in them.lay, ctomake pats for meritorious 4ctions, 3: * 
leaſt, for AEtions that need not be repented ot. 
Theſe poor Gentlemen have carried their Burden 
along with them intor another 'World, where | am 


aſraid their Abſolution' will ſerve them ih no itcad ; , 


but I am ſure the Cira@rmſtances of this' Execucon 
let us all ſee in'what 'Danger we are, when we have 
among us ſuch a deſperate Crew, who have acted 
fuch'a Part as theſe Abſolvers have done, in fo impu- 
dent mariner, NLO 
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